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As Bagration and Markow retreated through. Eylau, they
were covered "by Barclay's men and guns in the gardens and
houses of the village. Here Markow and Bagavout separated,
the latter going towards Serpallen, the former turning to the
left towards Schloditten.

Legrand's and part of Leval's division, both of Soult's
corps, arrived in front of Eylau by the Landsberg road, and
one regiment pushed through, but was promptly charged and
driven back.* The rest encountered a strenuous resistance
from Barclay's infantry, from 2 guns at the junction of the
Kreuzberg and Landsberg roads, and from the artillery in
front of the church.

Whilst they were vainly endeavouring to get forward into
the streets, Vivier's brigade was reforming in several columns
on the ice-covered lake below the western heights. The bank
on its eastern side sheltered them from the artillery at the
cemetery. As these fresh troops, supported by St. Hilaire's
division, advanced to the storm of the cemetery and church,

(Arcli, Hist.). He says the Bussians were followed mto Eylau by part of the
Reserve cavalry and by the 24th infantry of his own corps, which pushed into
and beyond the village, but was driven back again. An impulse had beea
imparted to the troops, in consequence of which they got engaged in Eylau to
such a degree that it was impossible to withdraw them without great risk.
Besides, in the misery in which the troops were, Eylau, with its shelter and
its supplies, was an irresistible attraction to them. Whatever the danger of
the attack, it was impossible to withdraw the infantry.

The whole tone of the report (dated Elbing, 15th November, 1807) is that
of an apology for a movement which Soult felt to be undesirable, and knew was
against the Emperor's wishes.

The cumulative evidence of these statements of eye-witnesses, notwithstanding
discrepancies in detail, appears to lead irresistibly to the conclusion that the
storming of the village was forced upon the Emperor and Soult against their
better judgment. Once taken, Eylau could not be abandoned. Besides, by
this tune, the Emperor appears to have been led to believe that Bennigsen
was again retreating (Jomini, Vie de Napoleon, 11, 358).

* It is a little difficult to say for certain what happened in the left part of
Eylau. Soult (Arch. Hist.) says the 24th Regiment passed right through it,
but, being attacked on the farther side, was driven back into the outskirts.
This seems to lend some colour, to the assertion of Wilson (p. 96), that the
village was at first evacuated under a misapprehension of orders, and then
re-occupied.